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Public Health Service, HHS § 51.25 

(3) The advisory council shall meet 
no less than three times annually. The 
terms of council members shall be 
staggered and for 4 years except that 
any member appointed to fill a va-
cancy for an unexpired term shall serve 
for the remainder of such term. A 
member who has been appointed for a 
term of 4 years may not be reappointed 
to the council during the 2-year period 
beginning on the date on which such 4- 
year term expired. 

(c) Each P&A system shall provide 
its advisory council with reports, ma-
terials and fiscal data to enable review 
of existing program policies, priorities 
and performance outcomes. Such sub-
missions shall be made at least annu-
ally and shall report expenditures for 
the past two fiscal years, as well as 
projected expenses for the next fiscal 
year, identified by budget category 
(e.g., salary and wages, contract for 
services, administrative expenses) in-
cluding the amount allotted for train-
ing of each the advisory council, gov-
erning board and staff. 

(d) Reimbursement of expenses. (1) 
Allotments may be used to pay for all 
or a part of the expenses incurred by 
members of the advisory council in 
order to participate in its activities. 
Expenses may include transportation 
costs, parking, meals, hotel costs, per 
diem expenses, stipends or subsistence 
allowances, and the cost of day care or 
child care (or its equivalent for the 
child’s travel and subsistence expenses) 
for their dependents with mental ill-
ness or developmental disabilities. 

(2) Each P&A system shall establish 
its own policies and procedures for re-
imbursement of expenses of council 
members, taking into account the 
needs of individual council members, 
available resources, and applicable re-
strictions on use of grant funds, includ-
ing the restrictions in §§ 51.31(e) and 
51.6(e). 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 62 FR 53564, Oct. 
15, 1997, § 51.23 was added. This section con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

§ 51.24 Program priorities. 
(a) Program priorities and policies 

shall be established annually by the 

governing authority, jointly with the 
advisory council. Priorities shall speci-
fy short-term program goals and objec-
tives, with measurable outcomes, to 
implement the established priorities. 
In developing priorities, consideration 
shall be given to, at a minimum, case 
selection criteria, the availability of 
staff and monetary resources, and spe-
cial problems and cultural barriers 
faced by individuals with mental ill-
ness who are multiply handicapped or 
who are members of racial or ethnic 
minorities in obtaining protection of 
their rights. Systemic and legislative 
activities shall also be addressed in the 
development and implementation of 
program priorities. 

(b) Members of the public shall be 
given an opportunity, on an annual 
basis, to comment on the priorities es-
tablished by, and the activities of, the 
P&A system. Procedures for public 
comment must provide for notice in a 
format accessible to individuals with 
mental illness, including such individ-
uals who are in residential facilities, to 
family members and representatives of 
such individuals and to other individ-
uals with disabilities. Procedures for 
public comment must provide for re-
ceipt of comments in writing or in per-
son. 

§ 51.25 Grievance procedure. 

(a) The P&A system shall establish 
procedures to address grievances from: 

(1) Clients or prospective clients of 
the P&A system to assure that individ-
uals with mental illness have full ac-
cess to the services of the program; and 

(2) Individuals who have received or 
are receiving mental health services in 
the State, family members of such in-
dividuals, or representatives of such in-
dividuals or family members to assure 
that the eligible P&A system is oper-
ating in compliance with the Act. 

(b) At a minimum, the grievance pro-
cedures shall provide for: 

(1) An appeal to the governing au-
thority from any final staff review and/ 
or determination; in cases where the 
governing authority is the director of 
the P&A system, the final review and/ 
or determination shall be made by a 
superior of the governing authority, 
e.g., a supervisor, or by an independent 
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